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TODAY’S ARTIST 


Brooke Hirota 
11, Manana Elementary School 
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The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament 
each day through Dec. 23. 
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Tourism officials fined a total of $12K 


BALANCING THE CHECKBOOK 
The audit results of University of Hawaii athletic department for fiscal years 2008-2017. 
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Source: Independent auditor's reports to the UH Board of Regents 


$3.4M assist 
fails to land 
UH athletics 
in the black 


By Ferd Lewis 


flewis@staradvertiser.com 


Even with a combined 
$3.4 million infusion from the 
Legislature and the Manoa 
campus, University of Hawaii 
athletics ran at a $1.7 million 
deficit for the 2017 fiscal 
year, according to an inde- 
pendent auditor’s report. 

The report for the UH 
Board of Regents by Accuity 
LLP noted: “The financial 
condition of the athletic de- 
partment continues to be 
fragile due to the ongoing 
struggle to generate operat- 
ing and fundraising reve- 
nues, compounded by 
increasing operating ex- 
penses. These conditions 
will likely necessitate future 
recurring institutional sup- 
port in order to sustain the 
athletic department.” 

The $1.7 million deficit for 
the fiscal year ending 
June 30, was cited as “prog- 
ress,” noting that the depart- 
ment — which spends 
upward of $40 million on a 
21-team athletic program — 
“has improved annual losses 
from $4.2 million in 2015 to 
$3.2 million in 2016 to 
$1.7 million in 2017.” 

The 2017 red ink marked 
the sixth consecutive year of 
deficits in the department 
and the eighth in the past 
10 years. The current fiscal 
year, which ends June 30, 
2018, and will include the 
2017 football season, also is 
anticipated to run at a defi- 
cit despite new revenue 
agreements with Under 
Armour and Hawaiian Air- 
lines and a multimedia 
rights deal with sports 
media agency IMG. 

An NCAA report said only 
“about two dozen” of the 
more than 120 schools that 
compete on the Football 
Bowl Subdivision level with 
UH “generate revenues over 
expenses in a given year.” 


Please see UH SPORTS, A5 
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16 HOURS, 23 MINUTES 


With help, an &1-year-old woman completes the marathon 


Mayor Kirk Caldwell hopes 
to end the five-decade 
debate over the Waikiki 
War Memorial Natatorium 
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Molokai plane crash 
victims identified as 
retired dentist William F. 
Vogt and his wife, Lynn 
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COURTESY RICHARD KIYABU 


Ayako Hayashi, 
center, was the 
last to finish Sun- 
day’s Honolulu 
Marathon. Sev- 
eral passers-by 
assisted Hayashi 
and walked with 
her. The group, 
which includes 
Richard Kiyabu, 
right, and Faith 
(last name 
unknown), will 
meet tonight to 
celebrate and 
learn each other’s 
names. 
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They accepted flight 
upgrades while on 
state business, the 
ethics panel alleges 


By Nanea Kalani 


nkalani@staradvertiser.com 


The Hawaii State Ethics 
Commission has fined 
Hawaii Tourism Authority 
CEO George Szigeti and 
three other tourism officials 
more than $12,000 for al- 
legedly violating the state’s 
Ethics Code when accepting 
and soliciting travel up- 
grades for business trips. 

State rules require employ- 
ees to travel by coach class 
when on state business. 

The commission alleges 
the tourism officials ac- 
cepted, and in some cases 
solicited, free upgrades on in- 
ternational flights while trav- 
eling in their official capacity 
as state employees. The offi- 
cials also failed to disclose 
the gifts as required by law. 

“This is not a trivial mat- 
ter,” the commission said. 
“HTA has had contracts val- 
ued at over $1 million with 
Japan Airlines, which pro- 
vided Szigeti with business- 
class upgrades and special 
lounge privileges. He was 
provided with privileges not 
given to other state employ- 
ees because of his import- 
ant position and influence in 
tourism promotion for our 
state.” 

Szigeti; Chief Operating 
Officer Randy Baldemor; 
and Jadie Goo, director of 
marketing for China, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Southeast 
Asia, have been assessed ad- 
ministrative fines ranging 
from $1,750 to $6,000. David 
Uchiyama, former vice presi- 
dent of brand management 
for HTA, has been fined 
$2,500. 


Please see HTA, A5 


This is not a trivial 
matter. HTA has had 
contracts valued at 
over $1 million with 
Japan Airlines, 
which provided 
(HTA CEO George) 
Szigeti with 
business-class 
upgrades and 
special lounge 
privileges.” 


Hawaii State Ethics 
Commission 
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TILE <>WAREHOUSE, INC. 


STONE TILE, STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN TILE, POOL TILE, LATICRETE MATERIALS, GLASS TILE, MOSAICS, AND MORE 
CAMBRIA QUARTZ SLABS 


2865 Koapaka Street 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
(808) 840-8855 tel 
(808) 840-8858 fax 


www.tilewarehousehawaii.com 


Featuring: Unicom Starker 


73-4076 Hulikoa Drive 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 
(808) 329-8855 tel 
(808) 329-5585 fax 


